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MEETING NOTICE!!!  

 

The next scheduled general meeting will take place on  
July 23rd, 2006 at the OMAS Picnic.  

 
 

Always fly with a buddy, and please observe all AMA and OMAS 
rules while flying at the field. 

 
 
 

Absolutely no flying before 9:00 A.M.  
 
 

Stay clear of the houses! 
 
 
 
 
 

And remember, if you are the last one to  
leave the field, PLEASE LOCK UP!  



If you want a quiet place to fly, come on out to the field. I 
spent a weekend last month prepping the edge of the run-
way with a tiller and blade. On Sunday Dave Davis 
brought his Kubota tractor out with a wire mesh to smooth 
things and remove the dead clumps of grass. He, also, used 
his front bucket to move some excess dirt from the north 
end to fill in the southeast side that had a drop off. The fol-
lowing Tuesday I went back out, in between rain showers 
and planted some new grass. It is much better, but the go-
phers are still working. Bob Flansburg has picked up some 
bait to be used for these annoying critters. 
 
 The last thing to finish before the ‘OMAS RC Air Show’ 
is to add some shade (roof) over the bleachers. A couple 
pseudo engineers could finish this in a weekend. A basic, 
solid frame with fiberglass wavy sheeting or similar should 
do the job. Anyone interested in helping out, just let me 
know. 
 
 The club picnic is July 23rd. I hope to see many club mem-
bers and family come out to fly and have some fun at our 
OMAS Park. The field is in pretty good shape and the trees 
always offer good shade from the summer sun. The club 
will provide meat and beverages. We ask those attending to 
bring your favorite pot luck dish to share. Our new propane 
BBQ should make things easier thanks to the Gary Reis-
dorf donation. We will have a short General Club Members 
meeting around 11:00 AM. With that out of the way we 
can tackle the hard stuff like flying and eating. Pets are 
welcome but would appreciate a leash and plastic bags for 
‘pick up’. Also, Scott Enochs will be there with new fash-
ion wear for the distinguished, OMAS flyer. The new jack-
ets, polo’s, and hats look great. 
 
The Hillsboro Air Show is coming up on July 15/16. Two 
of our club members (Dave Davis and Darin Miller) will 
fly 40% models with the Oregon Model Aerobatic Team. 
OMAS supports the Team by being the sanctioned club to 
obtain AMA insurance, but pays no money toward the 
team. The NW Fireballs will, also, be on hand in the Enter-
tainment Center flying U-Control. There is no Military Jet 
Team this year, but check out www.oregonairshow.com if 
you want to see who is performing. The Saturday evening 
fireworks is well worth seeing along with the pyro. 
 
One last item is to ask if anyone would like to help demon-
strate flying RC (electrics) to the Cub Scouts in July and 
first part of August. The time would be from about 12:30 
to 1:00 PM on five Thursday’s. I have the specific dates 
and will pass that on to any who asks to help.  
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 We need a couple electric planes to fly each of the five 
days. A helicopter (gas if you are a good flyer) would be 
really good. You will be seeing about 150 to 200 Cub 
Scouts each day as they change weekly. 
 
 Happy Landings, 
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OMAS Board Meeting 
June 16, 2006 

Minutes by Fred Hostetler 
The OMAS Board had a meeting on June 16th at the God-
fathers in Forest Grove. The meeting was moved up from 
June 20th due to everyone being able to meet on the 16th 
and not the 20th. Two items were on the agenda. The first 
was to discuss the gopher problem and the edge of the run-
way grass. The conclusion (no vote) was to see how the 
current ‘fix’ works and if the gophers and general condi-
tion of the runway edge holds (see President’s Hangar in 
this Newsletter). If not, we will go out for some bids to do 
the edge professionally with a dozer and lawn matting. We 
would focus on the north side from the pilot stations. The 
second discussion was on a new flying area just north of 
Breezy lane and east of Kansas City road. This area has 
been allocated from the Love’s Farm to fly the 1/3 scale 
and larger models. The concern was – is two miles away 
sufficient to not cause radio interference between OMAS 
and the new field. A test was done on a ¼ scale plane fly-
ing at the new field and a person at OMAS with a transmit-
ter on the same frequency. The plane took off, was in the 
air and visible from OMAS (very small and only seen 
above the trees to the southeast of the pond), the transmit-
ter was turned on to check interference. A Cell phone was 
used to stay in communication in case an immediate shut 
off was needed. No interference was evident. Then to test a 
‘25% rule of thumb’, the two transmitters were brought to 
the Love’s field. The plane was set on the ground with re-
ceivers ‘on’. One person was about 150 feet from the plane 
with a transmitter; the other person was about 500 feet 
away with the other transmitter. While the person at 150 
feet had the transmitter ‘on’, he had control even with the 
transmitter at 500 feet ‘on’. Then the person at 500 feet 
with transmitter ‘on’ walked toward the plane. At about 
200 feet we noticed the plane having ‘hits’. This was done 
on FM and PCM with the same results. The conclusion is 
that no interference between the fields was noted. How-
ever, a discussion on additional safe guards should be con-
sidered.  

C’ont 
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C’ont 
The one that was reasonable and could be instituted is to 
assign the four lowest frequencies from the aircraft RC 
band (11, 12, 13, and 14) to the Love’s field. The current 
RC band extends from channels 11 to 60. If any club mem-
ber has these frequencies they would be offered a new fre-
quency at no cost to them or OMAS. They would simply 
exchange their transmitter module and crystal for a higher 
numbered channel. The OMAS Board is asking anyone 
with input on this issue to submit their input/concern to the 
Board for further discussion. The meeting was adjourned 
with thanks to Fred for the Taco Pizza. 

-FH 

Need a beefier set of legs for those less than 
perfect arrivals? 
 

www.tntlandinggear.com  

SW Idaho Regional Scalemasters’ 
Qualifier 

By Scott Enochs 
The SW Idaho Regional Scalemasters’ Qualifier was held 
June 23-25 in Nampa, just west of Boise. Don Schaefer, 
Fay, and I drove over together.  Fay and I knew it was go-
ing to be a good trip because as we headed over to pick up 
Don there was a pair of bald eagles flying over downtown 
Hillsboro…a great omen.  And what a fun trip.  We 
stopped in Union to see some friends and had a wonderful 
dinner before heading on to Nampa.  The sun was out, we 
had a tail wind throughout the ride over, and temperature 
was in the 90’s.  Other Oregon and ex-Oregon fliers arriv-
ing for the event included Bill Ensley and Bernie Boland, 
Rick Dunn (Fly-A-Ways), Dick Hansen (Sky Knights) and 
Bob Racer (Sky Knights). Marion was there with Bill, and 
Sherri and Autumn with Bernie, so add Fay and we had the 
OMAS Cheering Squad. 
 
This was my first trip to Nampa.  The flying site is built on 
top of an old landfill.  It’s surrounded by a school and a 
golf course.  Parallel paved and manicured grass runways 
are on top of a bluff.  The bluff drops down some 300 feet 
just on the far side of the grass….down to a portion of the 
golf course that wraps around the site and the inevitable 
new housing developments encroaching the golf course.  
So, you’re flying with about 300-400 feet of open air be-
low you except when coming in over the runways. The site 
has a reputation for interesting wind conditions that blow 
up the bluff…especially through a cut in the bluff that is in 
the path for final approach.  BUT…not this weekend.  
Wind was light and variable. 

There were 21 entries total.  8 in “Expert” including my 
SPAD, 6 in “Team” including Bill’s Stinson with Bernie 
flying, and 7 in “Fun Class II” which was the Nampa ver-
sion of what’s supposed to be a new “Open Class” that al-
lows ARF’s into competition this year.  Don entered his 
Great Planes Stearman in Fun II, Bernie entered a Pitts, 
and I flew my Sopwith Pup as my second entry.   Friday is 
a day of set-up, registration, static judging, engine tests and 
flight tests.  Saturday has 3 rounds of flying.  Sunday has 2 
rounds.  Scalemasters’ scoring in “Expert” and “Team” is 
the total of your static score (100 max) plus the average of 
your 3 best flight scores (100 max).  A pilot qualifies for 
the Masters (Nationals) if he finishes in the top 3rd of a 
class. There’s some interesting rules associated with deter-
mining what constitutes a “1/3” of the class, but I digress. 
 
On to the flying.  Two fun days.  HOT!!!!!  No clouds. 
Temps in the high 90’s to 100.  Everyone was drinking lots 
of water.  Two crashes…one dramatic.  A Monocoupe lost 
radio control on the second flight Saturday and was splin-
tered on the grass just past the spectator canopies…..a bit 
close.  A Zero went down on approach.  A Corsair kept 
coming back for more…it flipped and lost the vertical fin 
on landing 1…was repaired and flew in round 3….ripped 
out the gear in round 3….repaired overnight and flew in 
round 4…..broke a link….didn’t fly round 5.  Lots of high 
flight scores Sunday morning in round 4 …almost dead 
calm.  Bernie and Bill came from behind to place 1st in 
Team and also took high static with the Stinson.  Bernie 
came from behind with the Pitts and with a 97 flight score 
on Sunday took first in Fun II (which means he won the 
radio).  I was pleasantly surprised with a 3rd place finish in 
Fun II with the Sopwith Pup.  1st in Expert went to Randy 
Matley flying a WWI Hanriot HD1.  Nampa is Randy’s 
home field.  Dick Hansen and Bob Racer also qualified in 
Expert, Dick with a Nieuport 11 and Bob with a Sopwith 
1&1/2 Strutter. 

-SE 

Bill’s Stinson….1st Place Team  
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Tidbit’s…...  

Just a few reminder’s I thought needed mentioning…. 
 
Starting July 13th at 11:30 AM (five Thursday's) at the 
Cub Scout camp near Glencoe Rd. and Evergreen. Need 
help flying demo’s  Check with Fred H. for more details.  
 
The OMAS, club picnic, July 23rd with General Meeting 
at 11:00 AM. Bring a pot luck dish.  
 
Work party on Friday, August 11th, to prep the field for 
the OMAS RC Air Show on August 12/13.  

How do we improve our chances of safe flight? In mulling over this on 
the way home I thought about our flight training in the Air Force. We 
used a check system prior to flight that was simple and easy to remem-
ber. Each check list was particular to an individual aircraft design; such 
check lists are used by full-scale pilots today. 

The code I used at that time was CIGFTPR, and I will never forget it. It 
followed the usual walk-around—inspecting the exterior to see that 
everything was in place and kicking the tires. Then in the cockpit I went 
through the list. It goes something like this: 

· C (controls): Operate the flight controls to observe for mo-
tion and direction 

· I (instruments): Check the instruments to be sure all are 
functional 

· G (gear): Landing gear lever down and locked 

· F (flaps): Flaps are set to proper position 

· T (trims):  Control trims are set properly for takeoff 

· P (propeller): Propeller controls are set for startupand take-
off 

· R (run-up):  Engine run-up to check proper operation 
This system worked well and I’m sure the precheck saved many 
an aborted takeoff. 

Okay, such a system works for full scale, but is there a system that is 
easy to use for model fliers that will be remembered and may be used to 
prevent disaster down the road? How about using ABC? It’s simple and 
easy to remember. The check would go like this: 

A (assembly): Check that everything is in its proper place, con-
trols are still intact as installed and securely fastened, and all 
assembly fasteners are in place. 

B (batteries): Must be fully charged—very critical to safe fly-
ing. 

C (controls): Controls checked for deflection, without evidence 
of servo malfunction, and operate in the proper direction. 

Have you ever taken off with the ailerons running backwards? The aver-
age flier will not survive this error, and many models have been lost 
because of reversed ailerons. Remember, make sure they are operating 
and in the proper direction. Just stare at the aileron; did the right aileron 
deflect up when I commanded right aileron? 

Simply observing motion is not enough; you must check direction. You 
probably would be unable to execute a takeoff if any other control is 
backward, but the ailerons are another story! When I taxi I am con-
sciously flipping the ailerons to make sure they are working correctly. 
When I flew full scale I always checked controls one last time before 
initiating takeoff. 

Will you do your ABCs? I sure hope so since it hurts to see a gorgeous 
airplane in pieces and maybe someone hurt. Let this little memory jog-
ger help save your beautiful aircraft. Yes, safety is common sense, and 
for some it is habitual. Be sure and practice safe flight. 

Reprinted from the AMA Insider 

Safety: As Simple as ABC 
by Don Lowe 

Hi! I’ve been in this hobby a long time (forever), and I guess I’ve 
seen about everything happen in model flying that’s possible. 
However, I wonder if there is some method of operation that 
might help preclude crashes and unsafe operations. 

I’ve written about safety many times in past columns for RCM 
and, of course, I chaired AMA’s Safety Committee for many 
years. One thing I’ve learned is that you can have all the safety 
rules that you want, but if fliers don’t conscientiously observe 
these rules, then what good are the rules? 

Fortunately most fliers exercise common sense in their flight 
operations, and their airplanes survive to fly another day. 

Some say that man is a creature of habit. If you can, in some 
magical way, coach that creature to use common sense and to 
follow a set of safety guidelines, then you have accomplished 
something. 

Models come in all shapes and sizes. Some have such low-
energy content in their flight operations that they are not much of 
a threat. By and large, the typical model airplane flown by the 
average modeler is of a size, weight, speed, and complication 
that logical care in flight operations is mandatory otherwise seri-
ous damage can occur to people or property and none of us wants 
that to happen. 

Several weeks ago a friend of mine crashed a gorgeous and ex-
pensive Aerobatics (Pattern) model at a contest because of a mo-
mentary lapse of attention and adherence to important safety 
practices. The model was a typical F3A Pattern aircraft with a 
plug-in wing and tail. In his haste to fly, he forgot to physically 
secure the wing halves into position and plug in the aileron ser-
vos. 

This inattention to flight procedure was followed by a failure to 
exercise the control system prior to flight to observe normal op-
eration. A takeoff and the resultant crash occurred. Fortunately 
no one was hit, but the beautiful aircraft—and his ego—were 
severely damaged. 
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Support your local Hobby Shops 

Specializing in Radio Control Supplies and equipment for 
all of your R/C modeling needs! 
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Call Pat or Dick Cox 
 R/C Modeler NW  

(503) 649-0633 

R/C Modeler N.W. Hobbies 
17140 S.W. Shaw St. 

Beaverton, OR 97007 
S. Side of T.V. Hwy @ 170th 

Date Event Location 

July 15-16 Hillsboro Airshow Hillsboro Airport 

July 23 OMAS Club Picnic & 
general meeting 

OMAS Field      
Banks, OR 

July 27-30 IMAC Molalla 

August 4-6 Evergreen Scale Rally Molalla 

August 12-
13 

OMAS RC Airshow OMAS Field      
Banks, OR 

August 18-
20 

Dawn Patrol Molalla 

 R/C Events 
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President Fred Hostetler 503-648-8337 

Vice-President Dick Linn  

Secretary Open  

Safety Officer: Dave Davis 503-359-4978 

Field Marshal Joe Salus 503-359-5021 

P.R. Director  Open  

Treasurer Bob Flansberg 503-648-3697 

Flight Instructor Info 
The following members are official OMAS Flight 

Instructors. 
Please direct any prospective new members to one of the 

below listed instructors to arrange flight training. 

Joe Slivinski 503-647-2687 Mode 2 

Dave Davis 503-359-4978  

Peter Halay     503-515-8611  



OMAS NEWS 
P.O. Box 646 
North Plains, OR 97133-0646 
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Address Correction Requested 

TO: 

 

OMAS Field Location Map ������
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Next Regular Meeting 
 

 The next Club board meeting will be on the 
third Tuesday of the month at  7:00 pm at 
the OMAS field in Banks, OR. 

 

 Come early, rifle through the video tape 
library. 
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